MINUTES OF THE MEETING, SOCIETY ON SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF TECHNOLOGY ADCOM
~ Sep. 13,1997
NAME AFFILIATION PHONE-W,HFAX EM

* indicates not present at this meeting, boldface for changes
FRED AMINZADEH* ADCOM

SSIT VICE PRES., ADCOM, TECH & PUB POL
cjal crutgers.edu

CLINT ANDREWS .
|47

fred.aminzadeh@sugarland.unocal.com

732/932-3822 x721 W

732/932-2253 F

UPPD/Rutgers University, 33 Livingston Ave., Suite 302, New Brunswick NJ 08901-1987

MAL BENJAMIN AWARDS CHAIR

jmbenjamin@aol.com

TERRI SCHIESSER BOOKMAN Té&S MG. EDITOR
1 Danby Ct., Princeton, NJ 08540 tasb@pluto.njcc.com

215/438-9729 H
215/438-5089 F

609/279-1317 W,
-1314 H, -1323 F

BOB BROOK MEMBERSHIP, EMC/S, DIV IV 516/938-6991 HW
rbrook@worldnet.att.net 516/938-4363 F

MERRILL BUCKLEY, JR. DIV. VIREP. m.buckley@ieee.org

SAL CASTRO MEMBER castro@voicenet.com 215/946-2079

ROBERT A. DENT DIV. VII REP. 718/626-8205 W
r.dent@jieee.org 718/267-5690 F

GERALD L. ENGEL REP.DIV.V and VIII, CONFERENCES  203/461-6690

gengel@compmail.com

JOHN FIELDER ADCOM 610/519-4713 W
jfielder@email vill.edu 610/519-6102 F

KEN R. FOSTER SSIT. PRES., 215/898-8534 W

kfoster@eniac.seas.upenn.edu 215/573-2071 F

E.E. FRICKS ASME GUEST

VERNON E. GARDNER* OTHER SOC., PACE
6624 Kirby Court, Falls Church, VA 22043-1726

610/896-6188 H
609/482-3088

CARL HENN* Technology and Pub. Policy ,SOLE,NCOSE 908/766-1020 W
Chenn10607@aol.com ~ 908/766-7523F
JOE HERKERT PAST SSIT PRES., PUBS. 919/515-7997 W
. j.herkert@jeee.org 919/515-1828 F
RONALD KLINE T&S EDITOR 607/255-4307 W
rkline@ee.cornell.edu 607/272-2443 H
MIA LEVY STUDENT ACTIVITIES 215/546-3077
2036 Bainbridge, Phila. PA 19146 mialevy@eniac.seas.upenn.edu
ANDREW MEYER DIV. X REP. 201/596-3530 W
meyer@tesla.njit.edu 201/376-4752 H
DAVID MINDELL* ADCOM 617/742-1574 W
mindell@mit.edu
CHRISTINE NIELSEN* SSIT PAST PAST PRESIDENT 410/757-9844 H

cnielsen@ubmail.ubalt.edu

410/837-4992 W




DAVID PEARAH ASSOC.ED., T&S pearah@mit.edu

KARL PERUSICH* ADCOM, CHAPTERS 219/237-6508 W
Purdue University, 1700 Mishawaka Ave., South Bend, IN 46634 219/237-4286 F
kperusich@michianatoday.com
JAMES PFAFFLIN* IAS, DIV.II REP. 908/647-2390
BOB PLONSEY* ADCOM, EMBS bob@plon2.egr.duke.edu
R. KEITH RANEY* GRSS REP, FELLOWS 301/953-5384 W
Keith Raney@jhuapl.edu 301/953-1093 F
ANTHONY ROBBI SSIT SEC'Y, NOMINATIONS. CH. 609/466-0119 H
t.robbi@ieee.org 201/334-2557TW 732/220- 8654 F
JANET ROCHESTER DIV. VI REP. 609/722-6058
FINLEY SHAPIRO SSIT TREAS. 215/545-4364 H
finley.shapiro@alum.mit.edu
R. CHARLES TERREAULT* DIV. III REP. 514/340-5954 W
cterreau@crim.ca 514/340-5960 F
STEVE UNGER ETHICS CH. 914/353-5375 H
unger@cs.columbia.edu  212/666-0140 F 212/939-7053 or-7000 W
AL WALD* ADCOM, FINANCE 212/305-2164 W
_aw7@columbia.edu .
BOB WHELCHEL NEWED, T&S 219/665-4194
ED WONG* REL. SOC. 914/435-7560 W
5 C4. e.wong@iece.org 914/462-8492 H
B
Lo L9 joE wumeks STUDENT ACT., ETHICS COM. 510/642-8485 W
o nore C A q Y 550~ 5 Y wuj@eecs.berkeley.edu
= 1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

President Foster opened the meeting at 10:40 A.M., on a sunny day.

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of 4/12/97 were accepted, with modifications.

3. AGENDA

The agenda was accepted.

4. PRESIDENT'S REPORT

President Foster said we remain in good financial shape, though a drop in membership is a concern. There is some
risk we will lose substantial revenue due to a possible change in the APP package Society reimbursement formula.
In general, the IEEE leadership has exhibited good will toward SSIT.

He reported that ISTAS °97 was an excellent meeting and is looking forward to ISTAS *98.

Ken presented a plaque to outgoing T & S Editor Ron Kline for his outstanding effort over the last 3 years.




5. PAST PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Joe Herkert reported that the AdHoc TAB Committee on industrial ecology related to electronics manufacturing
has been moved to the Computer Society.

6. TREASURER'S REPORT

The 1998 budget, projecting a $9k surplus, has been completed and submitted to IEEE. Finley reported that 1997
has performed well so far. See attachment.

7. PUBLICATIONS REPORT

T & S Editor Ron Kline reported on the current status of T & S. The Winter 1997 issue will be 48 pages, and there
is a healthy backlog of good papers. The Spring 1998 issue will be selected papers from ISTAS “97. The AdCom
voted appreciation for Ron’s excellent work, and that of Terri Schiesser Bookman, Managing Editor.

A motion was passed to approve the Search Committee’s choice of Bob Whelchel as the new T & S editor
for 1998 and 1999. Bob delivered a good pep talk.

The SSIT home page was discussed in the context of the electronic publication of T & S. It was voted to expend
not more than $2000 for one year to publish one selected T & S article per issue on a trial basis. The
mechanism to be used will be chosen by the Publications Committee.

Two examples of a new age T & S cover design were shown. The SSIT logo will be moved inside the magazine
to avoid clutter on the front cover. A motion to commend progress on the new cover design passed.

A motion was passed to commend the efforts of Terri Schiesser Bookman, Managing Editor and to award
her a 2-year contract to in the amount of $25,900 per year.

8. CONFERENCES

Motion passed to approve ISTAS <98 concept as provided by Karl Perusich. It will be in Indiana in June,
1998. See current T & S for the call for papers.

ISTAS '97 had about 67 registrants and ran at a surplus which goes to cosponsor, IEE. The student session
spearheaded by Mia Levy and John Fielder was very successful.

There is an informal proposal to hold ISTAS ‘00 in Rome, Italy. Motion passed to refer the proposal to the
Conference Committee for a recommendation.

There are currently no proposals for ISTAS'99.

9. COMMITTEES

Chapters - We have a diskette with SSIT membership data which will be used to attempt to form new Chapters.
A Mexican Chapter may form.

Ethics - Steve Unger reported on the IEEE Ethics Committee. It had a good first 32 months. A proposal will be
discussed at the November Board of Directors (BoD) meeting to amend the IEEE bylaws to reduce terms for
membership of both the Ethics Committee and the MCC to one year (from five) so that IEEE BoD can more easily
control them. The IEEE Executive Committee terminated the Ethics hotline in August (after a year of trouble-free
operation) purportedly over fear of lawsuits, though there is no pattern of lawsuits at comparable organizations.
Bob Brook noted that fear of lawsuits does not prevent IEEE from vigorous activity in the Standards area. The EC
plans to ask the BoD to reinstate the hotline at the November meeting.

Mal Benjamin reported on his work to involve industry in promoting ethics. He is in contact with the Ethical
Officer’s Association, a group of 300. Generally these corporate programs go well beyond mere compliance.
Motion passed to support Mal’s efforts to forge IEEE/industry cooperation in the ethics area.

Motion passed with one dissenting vote to partially support inter-city travel for SSIT Distinguished
Lecturers at a cost not to exceed $2000 in the next year, with $500 maximum per trip, authorized in advance
by the Committee on Distinguished Lecturers and S-PAC Speakers, which was created as part of this
motion. Janet Rochester graciously accepted chairmanship of this committee.




Awards - The Barus Award for Service in the Public Interest was presented to Rebecca Leaf at the PES Meeting
Bangquet in front of 800 diners on May 13 in Columbus, Ohio. The PES helped subsidize the arrangements
financially, and a video on the Linder/Leaf story is being produced with their help.

Membership - Chair Brook reported that SSI&XF membership has risen 3.5% since last March, an encouraging sign.
See report attached. We have a supply of 25" anniversary pins for a member gets member program.

Elections - Finley Shapiro, Clint Andrews, Simon Burne, and John Peschon will stand for the 3 elected SSIT
AdCom positions.

Constitution and Bylaws - No report.

Strategic Planning - No report.

Technology and Public Policy - Henn and Andrews arc working with INCOSE (systems engineers) in New Jersey
to promote educational reform via systems thinking. There was a recent workshop on a systems approach to

workplace readiness and academic standards. [Note that recent data show that in NJ only 87 schools out of 600
plus had >50% of their students score as competent in all 3 basic subject areas!]

Publicity and Public Relations - No report.
PACE - Bob Plonsey submitted a report, attached. Ed Wong supplied info on the PACE Conference.
Other Society Liaison - Veg Gardner's report is attached. '

10. OLD BUSINESS
No report.

11. NEW BUSINESS
Pres. Foster introduced Gene Fricks, of the ASME Div. on Technology and Society. It was formed in 1970 and
currently has 1600 members, 450 considered active. Their primary activities are publication of a newsletter and
the sponsoring of sessions on T & S at major ASME Meetings. The sessions are available to members not
physically present via a real-time telephone network. Joe Carson heads their Ethics Committee, and it interfaces
with the ASME Professional Practices Committee. Joe is a DOE whistleblower.

Next Meeting - Dec. 6,1997, Columbia University, New York.
Next, Next Meeting - April 4, 1998, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ.

Respectfully Submitted, m

AD. Robbi, SSIT Secretary




SSIT Treasurer's Report 9/13/97
The treasury looks fine according to the most recent information I have.
Income and expenditures are both acceptably close to values in the budget.

The 1998 budget is now complete and looks fine. It includes a surplus of $9.5K, not including
additional expenditures approved at the September meeting of the Administrative Committee.

Final 1997 membership statistics should become available in the next month or so. At that point
we will be able to determine how membership is doing.

Finley R. Shapiro




Membership Report for SSIT ADCOM _
Sept. 13, 1997. University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA.

The attached data shows that for the first time in a couple of years, the
downward slide in membership has been reversed. It is consistent with the overall
membership of Div. IV.

The reason is not clear at this time. Unless we can poll enough of the
members, it is not clear why some join SSIT and some leave. The increase in
membership in the technical specialty societies is usually tied to an increase in
employment in that specialty. An example is the EMC Society which now has
over 5000 members, up about 500 members since last year, which includes 300
people who did not renew. The increase corresponds to a worldwide interest and
demand for EMC products and services and is a part of the expansion of the
electronics industry, which in the US is now $460+billion.

Attached is the cover and attendees of a workshop held in'San Antonio,
TX in February of this year on pre-college education attented by the Education
chair of the EMC Society. ‘

| attended the EMC Symposium in Austin, TX in August and gave a brief
SSIT liaison report to the Board Of Directors.

The Symposium had about 1200 attendees and over 100 exhibitors. The
Society Symposia budgets in the US have been averaging over $500,000.

The new industry directives for ISO 9000 that reward honest and ethical
corporate behavior might be an engineering connection that SSIT can make with
the Quality Assurance community.

Respectfully Submitted,

Robert H. Brook
Membership Chair
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Dr. Robert Plonsey, 11:46 AM 9/2/1997, PACE Meeting Report
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Report from SSIT PACE Chair

Having just been appointed SSIT's PACE chair | attended the PACE
annual conference 29 Aug-1 Sept in St. Petersburg, FL (courtesy of
PACE). The program included a four-hour orientation program prior to
the main conference which | attended. | alsc attended all sessions
specifically directed to Society PACE chairs (in addition to
others).This is a report on my impressions of the conference and on
PACE in relation to SSIT.

I might mention that | had not heard of PACE prior to my appointment
and | may therefore be reporting information that is actually well

known. Several active members of SSIT Adcom also occupy leadership
positions in PACE and I'm sure will be glad to clarify or amplify any
imperfect reporting. These are Ed Wong who is vice chair, PACE
Divisional Activities Committee and ﬁsﬁcic_h_ester who is member of
PACE Leaders Training Subcommittee. Tanet

PACE is the organized membership activity within IEEE-USA devoted to -

the non-technical, professional concerns of the IEEE Seetions 1-6. Refjio'ms
- Some specific interests include career development (continuing

education, communication skills, pre-college outreach, engineering

retraining, etc) public awareness of engineering, portable pensions,

ethics, public funding affecting engineering, etc. PACE chairs survey

their constituencies to access member professional concerns and,

conversely, acquaint members with resources and programs of the

IEEE-USA which are designed to respond to these concerns. There are

organized workshops (S-PAC, M-PAC) which describe these matters which

are available to conferences, sections, and other meetings. The key

word heard at this conference was "networking", as a way of

addressing specific individual and groups needs. PACE is also

interested in assisting PACE chairs themselves in improving

communication skills and in their role as described above.

PACE is set up to respond most effectively through sections and
chapters which reach directly to the members on a local or regional
level. This is emphasized by its position within IEEE-USA. |

particularly attended sessions devoted to the functions of
Societies/Divisions to clarify our role. Since Societies are

transnational there may not be the interest in matters affecting the

U.S. engineer alone (eg health care insurance, social security,
retirement policies, etc) We wondered whether a Society could
properly request IEEE-USA funds to support non-technical projects. On
the other hand we also heard that many Societies have large

Printed for "Kenneth R. Foster" <kfoster@eniac.seas.upenn.ed...




Dr. Robert Plonsey, 11:46 AM 9/2/1997, PACE Meeting Report

memberships outside the US yet such members had a strong interest in
all professional questions under discussion - and even had helpful
suggestions by contrasting their own situation with ours. While
globalization is a PACE interest little of its potential impact

emerged in these discussions.

The large majority of attendees and consequently the main thrust at
PACE does center on interaction with the Chapters and Sections (i.e.
regional) in contrast to Society/Division. And most of the discussion
on the role of Societies concerned the typical society organized
around a specific discipline. So SSIT is clearly in a distinct

category. SSIT and PACE have many parallel interests and goals. |
like to think that SSIT may be further along in considering the

social forces that affect engineers (among others in society) and can
provide resources and leadership on these within PACE. Communication
between PACE and SSIT is also highly desirable since it is an
opportunity to obtain their support for our activities. It is also a
channel for the dissemination of SSIT literature and could be helpful
in obtaining new members. And finally, there is an availability of
funding for SSIT projects and conferences when that can be identified
as a PACE activity.

My apologies for being unable to attend the Sept 13 Adcom (I will be
in Nice for the World congress on Medical Physics and Biomedical
Engineering).

Bob Plonsey

Printed for "Kenneth R. Foster" <kfoster@eniac.seas.upenn.ed...
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Dr, Kenneth R. Foster, President,
IEEE Society on Social Implications
of Technology,

Department of Engineering,
University of Pennsylvania,

220 South 23rd S%.,

Philadelphia, PA

19104-6315 Subgect‘ Other Society ILiaison.
1, Ihe Forum on ‘hysics and Society of the American

2.

4e

Phy51cai Society: The oresent Shairman of this,
Forum.is Sigma Xi Center . Dlrecto John F,.Ahearne, = . *
Research~?r1angle Parky NG, He vecently. addressedTwwgmw_
& chapter in Denver, CO, on “Nuclear Waste, Nuclear o
Power, - Nucleary Prollferaﬁion bléms andeosszble
Roluticnsy” IS LRnEe T

%ﬁtlonal ASSOClathﬂ for Sclence, v and Soc1ety
STS). The Thirteenth National. Gonventlon known as S1S-13)
will be held in March 5-7, 1998 in the Chicago area, 1t
will be hosted by the Illinois Math .and Science Academy.
The stated objective of the STS "is to act as an umbrella
organization for eduecators, scientists, engineers, public
policy analysts, public interest gromps, media and
individuadsa interested in the impact of scientific

and technologieval: development on Bociety, and thelr
consequence for the" tralnlng an& aaucatlcn of & '
responsible eltizenry. :

The Assoclatlon for Pradtlcal and Professional Ethicst S
This organigzation sponsored a conference on Bthics in :

the Profession and Practice at the University of. Montana

on Aug. 3-7, 1997. This conference was designed for lay
persons concerned aboul. ethlcal issues. in socxety, e
profegsors eéager o, 1ncorporate ‘ethics in their UL
courses, professionasls outside” academla ‘who want -
%o é%plore.and discuss ethical issues they face in
their praEtlce, aﬁd”iééulﬁy‘“ '1;‘who teach ethio:

Student Puswash, U.S £i: The® i
Yis %0, promote the. soclally resgon31ble appllcat;on of
science and technology in the 21st cenxury. As a stuflent
organization (it) encourages young people to examine

the ethical, sociel, ang global implications of

science and technology, and to make these concerns

(cont.)




a guided focus of their academic and
rofessional endeavors." This organizationds
‘Wini-full" series encourages readers to explore
crucial ethical dilemmas associated with the
application of schence and technology. These
series have includeds

Access and the Internet.

The public role in science.

Renewable energy.

5+ Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility:
The next national meeting is scheduled for
Oct. 4-5, 1997 in Berkeley, CA, The Topic
will be, "Technology Values for a Digitel Age"”,
There is,a recent report by this organization
entitled, Internet Naming Systems" now available
on the Web.

6., Committee on Social Aspects of Automation of the
Thternational Federation of Automatic Control (IFAC).
As reported previously the 6th IFAC Symposium on
Automatic Systems based on Human Skill will be
held in Slovania on Septs 17-19, 1997,l: ..~ [ =
We are fortunate in having as our contact point an
IEEE SM, Satish C. lohleji, who is one of the four
.USA members of the Program Committee for this symposium,
Future symposia will be held in San Francisco and in

7/ American Society of Hechanical Engineers, ’
Technology and Society Division. On Aug, 25
I enjoyed a telephone conversation with its
representative, Ernest Fricks. It is my understanding
that he is exgected to attend the SSIT Adfom meeting
on Sept. 13s Lherefore, you can learn first hand
. from him about the activities of the Technology
_and Society Divigion. .

.

'8, American Engineers forjso ‘ \ ibili
. cizal Besponsibilitys
A check up with our contact point reveals ngt
recent significant developments. ‘

9. I have no recent information to re ing
the followings = = = = port regarding
American Association for the. advancement
of Science, Societal Impacts

of Secience Engjneexing. -
Copy tot gﬁysﬁggngg oF Bocral Respectfully submitted,
Anthony D, Robbi . cponsibility. f
Secretary, SSIT-EBEE, Dbrnecr f ,
%44dLambertville Hopewell V?mon E, Gardner,
oa 03) -0990
Hopewell, NJ 703/ 533-0999
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